By Lennixx-Rodney Lee

Many students opt to.

spend their summer va-
cation away from home.
Several Riggs students in-
volved in Teen Court and
Future Business Leaders
of America (FBLA) were
able to do just that with
trips across the country.

Six members of Pierre’s
Teen Court traveled to
Washington, DC, to attend
a summit about youth’ ju-
veniles in the court system.

The attendees, mostly
consisting of Teen Court ad-
visory board members, were
accompanied by Teen Court
coordinator Kellie Shuman

and advisor Melisa Forest. In
attendance were Riggs stu-
dents Daniel Voita, 9; Renee
Gallagher, 10; and Chauncey
Trapp, 12; Riggs 2013 gradu-
ate Jasmin Fosheim; Stanley
County senior Nate Cronin;
and Stanley County 2013
graduate Katie Lehrkamp.

The Teen Court attendees
were able to see landmarks
such as the Capitol and the
Smithsonian Institution.

The conference hosted
visitors from all across the
country. Attendees learned
how differently the juvenile
court system works in dif-
ferent parts of the country.

Pierre’s FBLA chapter at-
tended Nationals in Ana-
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Student groups attend national conferences

heim, Calif. To attend,
the students had to test in
the top three in the state.

The attendees were
Hannah Becker, 10; Aus-
tin Lentsch, 10; Wyatt
Trapp, 10; Hayley Kettel-
er, 10; Alex Wester, 10, Sa-
mantha Beck, 12; and Riggs
2013 graduates Casey Beth-
ke and Andrew Leiferman.

The students, accompa-
nied'by FBLA advisor Cher-
yl Ulmen, not only partici-
pated in multiple workshops
but also visited surrounding
areas of Anaheim, including
Catalina Island, Pacific Park,
Universal Studios and Dis-
neyland, a student favorite.
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Haley Ketteler, Samantha Beck Hannah Becker,AIex Wester;Wyatt
Trapp, Casey Bethke, Andrew Leiferman, and Austin Lentsch at-
tended FBLA National Leadership Conference in Anaheim in June.

ACT scores exceed state, national averages

By Marcella Lees
N N A

Despite the fact that
South Dakota teach-
ers have the lowest av-
erage pay of any state
in the country, teach-
ers at Riggs are turn-
ing out students with
an average ACT score
of 23.7. That is near-
ly two points above
the state average and
more than two and
a half points over
the national average.

Kevin Mutch-
elknaus, Riggs princi-
pal for the past three
years, says there are
several key reasons
for the high scores.

“We have a com-

munity of parents who
have very high ex-
pectations. We have
kindergarteners who
come in ready to learn
and are already five
years into their educa-
tion, thanks to parents
who take the time to sit
them down and read,”
Mutchelknaus said.

Heis the first to point
out that he and the
Riggs staff cannot take
all the credit. Preschool,
grade school, and mid-
dle school teachers lay
the groundwork for
later academic success.

Riggs’s scores are
high because Pierre
parents, teachers and
students - have very

lege readiness.

high expectations for
student performance.

Another factor that
may relate to Riggs’
high ACT scores is that
a large percentage of
Pierre’s adult popu-
lation is well educat-
ed. Parents who pur-
sued advanced edu-
cation may be more
likely to push their
children forward
along the same path.

The ACT is a col-
lege entrance exam de-
signed to measure col-
This
test is obviously a big
deal, but Mutchelknaus
says that it is not the ul-
timate measure of in-
telligence. The truth

is that not everyone
is a good test taker.

“It's really just one
test, on one day, and
although our stu-
dents do well, it isn’t
the only measure of
academic success,”
Mutchelknaus said.

While a number
of ' factors contribute
to Riggs’ high ACT
scores, how does teach-
er pay fit into this pic-
ture? Does relatively
low teacher compen-
sation affect students’
education as a whole?

“Obviouslyitdoesn’t
impact our scores sig-
nificantly. It could in
the future though,”
said Mutchelknaus.

He points out that
the number of appli-
cants for open teach-
er positions is get-
ting gradually lower
as time progresses. It
used to be that schools
would have to wade
through dozens of ap-
plications for each po-
sition, and now they
may get as few as six.

Riggs teachers,
however, are genu-
inely helpful, which
surely contributes to
the continued aca-
demic  improvement
among student here.

Another way Mutch-
elknaus thinks the
school has helped stu-
dents succeed is by

moving back the morn-
ing start time to 8:15.
This change allows
students extra time to
get help from teach-
ers and is a lifesaver
for teens who need 10
hours of sleep a night.

Mutchelknaus
doesn’t think there
are any major changes
the Pierre community
and Riggs’ staff need
to make to help stu-
dent improve their ac-
ademic performance.

Average ACT scores
have improved four
years out of the last five.

“We like to see
the next class do bet-
ter than the last year,”
Mutchelknaus said.



2

OPINION

SEPT. 27, 2013

s

Remember what is important

The last year has
been a hard one for this
school and for our com-
munity. It seems that
one cancer diagnosis
has followed another in
the last twelve months.
It is great to have senior
Conrad Adam back, but
two high school teach-
ers are now battling
cancer  as

well. Eng- KD 10
lish teach-

er Shane

Cronin and Lat-

in teacher Jay Mick-
elson are both facing
battles with cancer.

The community has
stood together with
those fighting illness,
but we are not done
fighting yet. That’s why
' now, more than ever, is
' the time to remember
what is most important.

It’s easy, this time of
year, to get swept up in
perfect grades and new

shoes and sports teams.
But in the end, those
are not whattruly mat-
ter. It may sound cli-
ché, but as this school
year starts, take time to
appreciate what is of-
ten taken for granted.
It's natural to want
to be our absolute best,
but remember to take
. a step
back
and
keep

things in perspective.
Upset at your perfor-
mance on the sports
field? At least you are
able play. Stressed
about a hard class? Be
thankful that you're
receiving an excel-
lent education for free.
Remember to thank
the mostimportant peo-
pleinyourliferegularly,
because tomorrow will
always be a mystery.
Take life as it comes,

Yy

Thumbs

Cronin’s Crew
wristbands

Available for purchase in rooms
202, 222, 223, and 224

and always take advan-
tage of every opportu-
nity. The struggles this
community has faced
in the last year is a re-
minder that we nev-
er know what roads
life will take us down.
So this year have fun,
spend time with people
you enjoy, work hard,
and don’t regret any-
thing, because time is
too precious to spend

wishing something
had been different.
Don’t waste time

on trivial things. Let
the events of the past
year remind us of that.

Mr. Cronin is fight-
ing a long and diffi-
cult battle right now,
and we want to con-
tinue to send our well-
wishes to him and his
family. Hopefully,
he will be back in the
classroom again soon.

But in the mean-
time, it's important that
we reach out and sup-
port him in every way
possible. Write a card,
buy a Cronin’s Crew
bracelet, or find anoth-
er way to show your
support. Because, as
we learned last year,
no one fights alone.
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What'’s hot and what’s not this month

...to homecoming week

...to hanging with the team
...to finally being a senior
...to the new season of Big
Bang Theory

...to Big Tom’s

...to powderpuff--let’s go se-
niors!

...to Gov football being
ranked #1

...to owning O’Gorman

...to Rollercoaster Road

...to pumpkin malts at Zesto
...to open periods

...to dressing up for home-
coming

...to Chai tea lattes

...to lazy Saturdays

...to the end of summer
...college applications

...to misbehaved profession-
al athletes

...to college bio quizzes

...to missing our friends
from the Class of 2013

...to hard classes and too
much homework

...to parking far away

...to Fort Pierre hooligans
...to not being allowed in the
commons

... to How I Met Your Moth-
erbeing almost over

..to twerking

...to Miley Cyrus in general

Hall Talk:

What was your favorite part of homecoming
(so far)?

L

“Seeing everyone “Dressing up as a  “I'm looking “Dress-up days.

else dress up Roman maiden.”  forward to Class color :
and Coronation.”  -Alex Hillestad, the Olympics.” W9 the best.
; -Nolan Ortbahn,
-Sheila Kastner, I -John Schueller, 9
[2 - 10 -

1
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Do not waste time,
choose movies wisely

Feeling stressed? It
might be time to take
a break and disap-
pear into a great book.
However, nowadays
“ain’tnobody got time
for that,” so a mov-
ie will have to suffice.

World War Z is a bit
of an oddball. While
the computer-generat-

Rapture world. Cue
wraiths  terrorizing
the world’s citizens,
fiery rocks falling
from the sky, locusts
demanding every-
one to “Suffer!”, and
Anna Kendrick try-
ing to get out of a date
with the anti-Christ.

What sounds in-

ed zombie herds were terest-
abitoff-put- : : ing turns
ting, they out to be
talsot hacld(.ed more like
o the vis- the poor
ceral-hor- m a 1;1 =
ror feel of This Is
the movie. the End.

{\ ; sur- Lennixx Lee Watch it
prising- lgled i im e for Anna
ly llt}i%e- MOVIES Kendrick
nious m anyway.
is Now You %," h ye

See Me. It showcases
four magicians who
band together and
pull off bank heists
during their own live
performances. Think
Ocean’s  Eleven but
take out seven and
add a pinch of magic.

This is the End fol-
lows several actors
struggling to survive
the apocalypse. The
film holds an obvi-
ous moral lesson. Seri-
ously, when you're on
James Franco’s guest
list but not on Heav-
en’s, you may need to
do some reevaluating.

The hilari-
ous movie is filled
with some shock-.
ing cameos thanks

to End’s unrelenting-
ly raunchy nature.

In the fittingly-
named  Rapture-Pa-
looza, a couple strug-
gle to live in a post-

Conjuring was en-
tertaining and filled
with  chilling mo-
ments. It also proves
that nothing increas-

_es a movie’s scare fac-

tor more than a dev-
ilishly creepy doll

Insidious: ~ Chapter
2 is a different beast
than what came be-
fore it. It ditches the
haunted house format
in favor of more back-
story and mythology.
Whether that was the
right choice is debat-
able, but the makers
sure accomplished one
thing: they obtained
the most obnoxiously
loud baby walker in
the history of cinema.

So kick back and
start off the new school
year with a good mov-
ie because, honest-
ly, life is too short
to be wasting time
watching bad ones.

Taste tests reveal Pierre’s best hamburger

Many of us are fa-
miliar with popular
Food Network shows
such as Diners, Drive-
ins, and Dives that show-
case some of the best
foods in the country.
We have decided to ex-
press our own take
on food competition
shows at a local level.

Each month we will
choose a category of
food and collaborative-
ly select, rate, and judge
three establishments fa-
mous for such food.

This week we have
begun with a classic
favorite: the original
hamburger. We decid-
ed to test out the stan-
dard burger with a side
from the Pub 34, Big
Tom'’s Diner, and Jake’s.

Pub 34features $2
half-pound burgers on
Tuesday night, which is

major-plus for students
on a budget! The burg-
er was thick and juicy
but mod-

ing to our meat expert,
Blake Dean, the burg-
er patty is “... a per-
fect meat to

erately fat ratio of
overdone. 80 to 20.
The buns W hen
on which you squeeze
the burger this burger,
is placed the juice just
are num- comes roll-
ber one on ing... out...”
our scale, Though
not  be- Lydia Kanz and Justin the flavor
ing too  Oakland with Blake Dean ~ and qual-
soggy or GOOD EATS ity of the
bland. But ~ meat ex-
there’s one downside ceeds other burgers,
to this inexpensive what Jake’s lacks is a

meal: the sides are ei-
ther fries for extra cost,
another grease trap.

Our second stop
on this grease train
is Jake’s Good Times
Place. The meat used
for Jake’s burger is rat-
ed fairly well. Accord-

Enjoy high school

School is just start-
ed, and the chaos has
already ensued. An-
other crazy year has
begun, and the chal-
lenge to keep up with
grades, friends, and
other activities is in full
force. Ijust want to re-
mind everyone to em-
brace every second of it.

For seniors espe-
cially, the struggle is
real. Working up un-
til this point has been a
challenge in itself, but
keeping up with every-
thing this year is go-
ing to be rough. Just
remember to enjoy ev-
ery second we have left
here with these people.

Icannotevenbeginto

guess how many times
I've heard,

ing it away, regard-
less of who or what
is outside the school.

Make the time to go
to the football game
you wouldn’t normally
attend. Hang out with
the group of friends
you wouldn’t normal-
ly see on the weekend.

variety of side orders.
They have two op-
tions, both being fries;
however, their home-
made fries take home
the prize for best side.

The more recently
established Big Tom’s
Diner was the last stop

Yes, grades and aca-
demics are

“"High o important,
school goes but  high
‘by so fast!” school is all
However, about the
that's  the experience.
truest state- Have
ment I've fun with it!
ever been Tattiions Richards Don’t go to
told. Don't  rgrFLeEcTIONs  school ev-
go through ery morn-
high school wish- ing  with

an  “I-hate-everyone-
-Get-me-out-of-here”
attitude. If everyone
just tried to make the
best of it, we’'d be hav-
ing a lot more fun! Be
open-minded about the
shy kids who sit in the
corner of one of your
classes. They're prob-

on our trek. The Big
Tom burger featured a
flat, rather burnt burg-
er on a disappointing
bun. But where Big
Tom’s excels is with
their variety of sides
and barbeque choices.

And now, for the
final verdict: Pub 34
third place, for being
affordable but lacking
a memorable experi-
ence. Big Tom’s Diner
second place, for lack-
ing notable burgers but
kicking butt with the
sides. Finally, Jake's
Good Time Place first
place, for juicy burg-
ers, the best homemade
fries, and a friendly at-
mosphere perfect for
any social gatherings.

We'll see you next
month with our rat-
ings on hot wings!

while it lasts

ably really cool if you
just talk to them and
give them a chance.

Get to know as many
people as you can!
How many kids so you
pass by in the halls that
you can’t name? Take
an effort to go out of
your way to talk and
be friendly with them.

Go out on the week-
ends and embrace
your youth. Don’t
be in too much of a
hurry to grow up.

Don’t wish away
your high school years.
These are some of the
best times you'll have
with your friends. Be
outgoing and don’t be
afraid to have some fun.
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Student Senate pulls off homecoming

FEAT

By Samantha Beck

Imost all the stu-

dents at Riggs

and throughout

the school district have
been enjoying home-
coming this week, and
all thanks to a select
group of Riggs students.
Student Senate works
hard each year to put
on a spectacular home-
coming week, and this
year is no different.
“Student senate plans
all the dress up days for
the school, we make post-
ers to promotehomecom-
ing, we talk to the news-
paper and radio to get
this out to the commu-
nity, and we do other ac-
tivities that students can
getinvolved in and boost
their school spirit,” said
junior Student Senate
member Marie Zander.
Beginning before
school even starts, Stu-
dent Senate meets and

Sophomore Mariah Fuchs, freshman Tayia Kierstead, and sop

chooses the theme and

ing 2013 is memorable.

dressup days for home- Students pick the dec-
coming orations
week. As themselves,
Septem- then get to-
ber  ap- gether to
proaches, put  them
students up. Mem-
begin to bers of the
plan activ- organiza-
ities like tions also
the pa- ran the bin-
rade, the go social af-
Olympics, ter corona-
and cor- tion Tues-
‘onation. Photo by enamtia 302y @0 the
Commit- Spirit
tees de- Seniors Justin Oakland and Gabby , Break-
sign t- \{izcarra paint win'dows in preparat-  fast this
shirts to tion for homecoming week. morn-
sell at ing.

lunch and plan deco-
rations for the school.

Several Student Sen-
ate members were at
the school for hours
this Sunday, paint-
ing windows, hanging
streamers, and chalk-
ing the sidewalks of
the school, all to make
sure that Homecom-

Photo by Samantha Beck
homore

Nikki Farnsworth create a “School of Rock” sign for the lobby.

Senior student senate
member Justin Oakland
says that his favorite part
of planning homecoming
this year was coordinating
the Homecoming Olym-
pics with his fellow se-
nior class representatives.

“Now that I'm a senior,
we get to kind of dictate
the events [at the Olym-

* Phot by
Sophomore Austin Lentsch decorates the
school for homecoming week.

pics]. Stay tuned for some
of your favorites like fro-
zen t shirts and gross
food,” said Oakland.

In addition to get-
ting to “dominate” the
junior class this year,
Oakland said he enjoys
the Olympics because
they are a great time
for the entire student
body to come together
and have a good time.

Student Senate. mem-
bers agree —homecoming
is an important week for
the entire student body.

“It's a fun week where
we kind of unify. It’s a fun
week for us can sort of ex-
press ourselves. It started
off as kind of a football
tradition and now it’s
grown,” said Oakland.

Student Senate is a
fundamental part of
why homecoming is the
great tradition that it is.

“We have the best in-

terests of the students

in mind. We know how
to keep things enter-
taining,” Oakland said.

SCHOO

Homecoming w

Juniors Riley Bren, Allie Knofcynzski, Abbie Nold, Emily Wald, R

Jolee Smith, and Samantha Merrill show off their Class of 2015

Band provides ho

By Sedona Kintz

histimeofyear,stud
T ents coming
into the build-

ing before school do
so with the sound of
music in their ears.
With  homecoming
right around the cor-
ner, the Riggs march-
ing band and Pierrecus-
sion drum line has been
working hard to make
the parade and field
show the best it can be.
The theme of this
year’s homecoming is
School of Rock, and
with songs like “We are
the Champions”, “We

Will Rock You” and “Bo-
hemian Rhapsody” by
Queen, the band will
show just how much a
school of rock we are.

“The songs we are
playing are pretty fun,
but they were a little
hard to memorize,” says
Ashley Slama, senior.

The band has been
working really hard
to prepare for home-
coming this year.

“The band has been at
school pretty much ev-
ery day at 6:55 a.m. start-
ing the second week of
school working on their
dril and memorizing
music. We have been tak-
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eek a ‘rocking’ success

Renee Keuter,
 pride in red.

Photo by Samatha Beck

Members of the Riggs High Emerald Regiment show their spirit and lead the
homecoming parade Monday, playing the song “We Will Rock You.”

mecoming entertainment

ing class time to work
on music, marching mu-
sic and pep band music.
They have been prac-
ticing a lot,” says band
teacher Mackenzie Block.
I'm very excited to see
how it [the field show]
turns out, it's start-
ing to look really good
from where I am stand-
ing,” said Block, who is
new to Riggs this year.
Morning practice is
just one of the many
things band members
have been doing to prac-
tice for homecoming.
“I've practiced my
music a lot and went
over the drill in my spare

“The field show
is fun, but can be
hard work as well.”
—Kori Coldsmith,
12

time,” says Kim Grambi-
hler, sophomore, “ I think
learning the drills was
pretty hard sometimes.”

It's not only the
band members that
put a lot of time and ef-
fort into the field show,
the flag corp mem-
bers work just as hard.

“The field show is fun,

but can be hard work as
well,” says senior Kori
Coldsmith, “The hardest
part is getting our flags
on the field in time before
the band starts to play.”

The band puts in a lot
of hard work and time to
make the field show and
every aspect of homecom-
ing as perfect as possible,
and it shows. Not only
does the community love
the watching the field
show, so do the students.

“The field show is re-
ally cool, I think, and
you can tell the band
tries really hard to get
it to look good,” says
senior Betsy Eschen.

Royalty candidates
enjoy event-filled week

By Gabby Vizcarra

ver wondered what

E life would be like as
a member of royal-

ty? Or how awesome
it would be to inher-
it great riches and auto-
matically be treated with
respect by everyone?
Well, ten seniors were
able to have their own
little experience as roy-
alty, but they did not
inherit their positions.
Instead, they were
chosen by their subjects
to become the royalty
candidates for this year’s
Homecoming King and
Queen. Abbie Wieseler
was one of the five candi-
dates chosen for Home-
coming Queen, and she
was greatly pleased
whensheheard the news.
“I was very excited,”
she said. “It's an hon-

or to be a candidate. The
candidates are select-
ed by the senior class,
and it means a lot to me
to be chosen by them.”

Graham Protex-
ter, a candidate for
Homecoming King, ex-
pressed similar feelings
about being nominated.

“I think it is an honor
because it tells you that
your classmates look at
you as a leader and a role
model,” Protexter said.

The candidates’ fam-
ilies were proud of
them, but some mem-
bers were so surprised
that they had some in-
teresting responses.

Eileen Leong was
amused by her broth-
er's  reaction:  “Are
you kidding? Was it a
pity vote? Well dam,
congrats little  sis.”

Being honored as a
royal candidate and mak-
ing their families proud

was only the beginning
for the ten seniors. They
had a lot of activities
coming their way, and
Cash Anderson thought
it would be fun doing
the activities together.

“Being with the oth-

er candidates is what
I'm looking forward
to,” Anderson said.

Anderson was not dis-
appointed as the royalty
got together for a “royal”
barbeque dinner, rode in
the in the homecoming
parade, and spent time
with the middle school
students during lunch.

Jennie Palmer was re-
ally enjoying all the spe-
cial treatment. “I get a
free T-shirt and two free
meals, so any way I come
out on top,” she said.

Conrad Adam and
Kaitlyn Severyn were
crowned Governor and
First Lady at Corona-
tion on Tuesday night.

Nathan Blaseg, Jennie Palmer, Graham Protexter, Abbie Wieseler, Governor Conrad
Adam, First Lady Kaitlyn Severyn, Garrett Pochop, and Cartney Knecht participate in
the burning of the letters after Coronation onTuesday night.
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Senior soccer stars share national champlonshlp

By Chris Rumrill

Seniors Garrett Po-
chop and Ethan Case
took their talents onto
the national stage
when their South Da-
kota United team, Bar-
celona, won a na-
tional soccer tourna-
ment this past July.

The path to this ac-
complishment began
with an invitation to
play at a Midwest re-
gional tournament in
Illinois. At the region-
al tournament, Barcelo-
na won two games and
tied one gamein prelim-
inary play. That record
put them through to the
finals, where they won
4-1. Their next stop was
an exciting one: the U.S.

Club Nationals Cup.

Barcelona’s first
game at nationals pro-
vided them with a
routine 3-0 win that
pumped up the team
and kept their hopes
of a national champi-
onship alive. Barcelo-
na’s next game proved

" to be more of a chal-

lenge when their op-
ponents scored an ear-
ly goal to put Barce-
lona down 1-0. How-
ever, Barcelona would
rally with five goals to
make the final score 5-2.

“My favorite mo-
ment during a game
was in the second game
when I scored two
goals.” Pochop said.

On the third day
of the tournament, the
Barcelona team stum-

Yolleyball

Last game: last night here against Watertown
Next Game: Saturday in Harrisburg
Player comment: “| love the competition of it.”

Record: 3-5

-junior Emily Waid

Boys Golf

Last tournament: Monday in Watertdwn
Next tournament: Saturday ESD in Pierre

Player comment: “Golf is just too easy and way too
much fun, and it doesn’t frustrate me.”

Anderson

-senior Cash

Girls tennis

Last match: Aberdeen on Saturday

Next match: Today in Pierre

Player comment: “This year is a good year for
rebuilding and showing the girls what it’s like to not

only win but be a true teammate.”

Leong

-senior Eileen

bled slightly with a
6-1 loss, but the score
didn’t change the fact
that they were going
to the finals at Nation-
als. The team had al-
ready clinched a spot
in the finals and would
be playing for a cham-
pionship  regardless
of the game’s result.

The championship
game proved to be the
toughest, according
to both Case and Po-
chop. This was expect-
ed; however, no one
outside of the play-

ers’ families and close -

friends coyld have pre-
dicted the result be-
fore the tournament.

In the first half, Bar-
celona struck first and
then held strong for
a 1-0 halftime lead.

The second half pro-
ceeded similarly to the
first half with Barce-
lona scoring an addi-
tional goal and played
shutdown defense to
win the national cham-
pionship game 2-0.

Case and Pochop’s
favorite moment oc-
curred when the ref-
eree blew his whis-
tle, signaling  that
they had become na-
tional champions.

On top of winning a
national championship,
the Barcelona play-
ers learned a lot from
their journey. This jour-
ney had taken them
all around the coun-
try over the past four
years and created mem-
ories to last a lifetime.

“I learned that in or-

Football

Record: 4-0

Last Game: defeated O’Gorman Knights
Next Game: Tonight in Pierre against Huron
Player comment: Play smart, play hard, play to win.”

-senior Gavin Munson

Soccer

Last match: defeated the Aberdeen Cougars

Next match: Tommorow in Pierre against Spearfish
Player comment: | have the easiest job.All | do is
stand there for eighty minutes” -senior Riley Sears

Record:2-1-4

der to get to where you
want to be and achieve
your ultimate goals,
you must never give up
and work as hard as you

Courtesy Cindi Pochap
Seniors Ethan €ase and Garrett Pochop helped the South
Dakoa United Soccer team take first this summer.

can. Everything won't
always go how you
want it to, but it's how
you react to those sit-
uations that make you
better,” Pochop said.

Boys Cross-Country

Last meet: Saturday in Huron

Next meet: Thursday in Watertown

Player comment: “| have a had great time running
with a great team so far this season. | am looking
forward to the ESD Meet.” -junior Micah Howard

Girls Cross-Country

Last meet: Saturday in Huron

Next meet: Thursday in Watertown

Coach comment: “| am excited that it is fall. It’s
crisp. It’s Saturday morning. The gun goes off and

the bunny rabbit comes running out of the trees. It
[cross-country] is still a passion of mine.”--coach Keith

Christensen

Compiled by Wyatt Rumrill
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Govs ready to rock Tigers

By Samantha Beck

The Govs are
hoping to top it

off tonight with
a win over the
Huron Tigers.

The Governors
football team has
been red hot this
season, going un-
defeated in their
first four games.

Easily the most
memorable game
of the season for
the Govs so far
took place last
week when they
triumphed against
the O’Gorman
Knights, defeat-
ing the team 16-
14. The Govs got
ahead early and
never looked back.

The combina-
tion of senior quar-
terback Alexander
Gray and seniors

Austin Christopher-
son, Ethan Case,
and Garrett Pochop
led the offense. A
touchdown catch
by Christopherson
and an impressive
49-yard field goal
by Pochop earned
the team a 10-0
lead at halftime.

A touchdown by
Gray early in the
second half boost-
ed the lead to 16-0.

O"Gorman
scored their sec-
ond touchdown in
the last minute of
the game, reduc-
ing their deficit to
just two points. The
Knights were just
a two-point con-
version away from

tying the game,
but the defense
was too strong.

The Govs came
away with a win

against a class
11AAA team and
an untarnished 4-0
record. The Knights
are seeded third
in class 11AAA.

“I think it was
a great test for our
kids. They had to
work through a
lot of adversity in
that game, from
the  homecoming
atmosphere to all
the media hype in
Sioux Falls and be-
ing on TV... Then to
come out in the last
minute and be able
to work through it
and be able to get a
defensive stand that
resulted in our win,
I think that showed
a lot of maturity on
our team’s part,”
said head coach
Jayson Poppinga.

Poppinga attri-
butes much of the

success this year to
the work the play-
ers have put in
on the offseason.

“The strength in
our team is in how
hard they work
during the offsea-
son as a unit,as a
whole group not
as individuals,”
Poppinga said.

The Govs hope
to continue their
winning streak to-
night as they at-
tempt to “Rock
the Tigers” at the
homecoming game.

“I expect our
players to come
out and put in their
best performance of
the year. We expect
perfection; we ex-
pectourkids to play
fast and play smart
,and as a result we
will expect to win,”
Poppinga said.

Cross country gears up for ESD

By Micah Howard

The cross-coun-
try teams have their

eyes set on high

finishes at the up-
coming ESD meet
in Harrisburg.

On the boy’s
side, the Governors
bring a strong line-
up of sophomores
to the table, along
with a few upper-
classmen. Head
coach Keith Chris-
tensen has grad-
‘ually eased his
young team onto
the varsity scene,
from the 4000 me-
ter race to the 5000.

“We're young.

We're really young.
Our guy’s team in-
cludes ten soph-
omores. The 5K
is a man’s race.
We haven’'t been
ready for it
Christensen  said.

Christensen com-
mented, howev-
er, that all boys
with potential to
make the team will
run on the varsity
stage in Watertown
next Thursday.

“The top ten run-
ners at the Water-
town meet will run
at ESD. The kids
pick  themselves.
In what other sport
can you do that?”

Christensen  said.

Amid some es-
pecially tough com-
petition for Brook-
ings, Yankton, and
Brandon  Valley,
the boys’ team has
set their goal at
a top-four finish.

On the girls’ side,
not a single senior
is running on the
team this year, but
they still feature a
strong lineup of ten
returning runners.

Yankton and
Brandon Valley will
both bring tough
girls’ teams to the
meet, along with
Aberdeen Central.
The Lady Govs are

also looking for
a top-four finish,
but  Christensen
says there is a po-
tential for things
to go even better.
“Mariah Fuchs

(10) and Hannah
Shaffer (9) need
to have their best
races of the year,
and we could
be in the hunt”
Christensen  said.
Rachel Propst
and Jebben Keyes
will both shoot
for top five finish-
es, but both teams
will also have to
rely on their abili-
ty to run in a pack.

Junior flight two player Jolee Smith hits a serve earlier this season.

Golf, tennis teams
head into ESD

By Samantha Beck
and Wyatt Rumrill

he Lady
Gover-
nors tennis

team has two meets
left in the regular
season, including
the Pierre Invita-
tional this weekend.

The action is set
to begin against
Rapid City Central
at 3:30 today at the
Griffin Park Courts.

Saturday the Lady

Govs will play St.
Thomas More at
9:00 a.m. and Rapid
City Stevens at 1:00.

ESD for the Lady
Govs will be held in
Pierre next Thurs-

day, October 3.

Despite a less-
than-perfect regu-
lar season record
of 1-13, the Lady
Govs are optimistic
about the upcoming
conference  meet.

“We are hop-
ing to do well at
ESD this year. We
have a young team,
but everyone has
worked really hard
and gotten better
over the course of
the season,” said
junior Jolee Smith.

The Gover-
nors golf team
is also heading
into their post-
season next week.

The young golf
team has struggled
this season, but
they are looking
ahead as ESD ap-
proaches. The con-
ference tournament
will be held here in
Pierre tomorrow.

Governor senior
Cash Anderson says
the team is looking
forward to playing
for the home crowd.

“We have a lot of
young team mem-
bers this year, and
have had some
struggles through-
out the season but
the home course
will really help,”
said Anderson.
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Bachelor of the Month

Cash Anderson, 12

Eye color:

Baby blue--you
could swim in these
eyeballs.
Personality:

Dark and emotional
Hair color:

Sandy blonde
Height: 6’

Favorite leisure
activity:

Skating and shooting
with a couple bros at
the Expo Center
What qualities do
you look for in the

. opposite sex?

A massive heart
What celebrity
would you like to go
out with?

Mr. Mick

Looks or
personality?

Looks draw me in but
personality makes
me stay.

Pursue or be
pursued?

I’'m like a trophy
animal, you need to
pursue me.

Do you have an age
preference?

Mr. Mick’s age minus
100 years.

What is your ideal
first date?

A Gopher hockey
game, of course.
Where do you see
yourself in five
years?

Prison or the White
House.

Bachelorette of the Month

Eileen Leong, 12

Eye color: big brown
and...brown
Personality: spunky,
spicy, and super-
califragilisticexpialido-
cious

Hair color: black with
bronze highlights
Height: 4’14”
Favorite leisure activ-
ity: EATING.

What qualities do
you look for in the
opposite sex?

Nice teeth —and is
able to say “You're
the boss, whatever
you want!” and not
be sarcastic about it.
Looks or personal-
ity?

He can look like
Shrek for all | care
but as long as he
makes me laugh,
we’re golden.

What is your ideal
first date?

Flying to the North
Pole for Polar Bear
rides and dinner with
my future father—in—
law, Santa Claus.

What would your
ideal boy be like?
Funny, laid back, pa-
tient, and he has got
to be able to bust a
move with me at any
given moment
Where do you see
yourself in five
years?

Helping Serena
Williams with her
professional clothing
line and surfing Mav-
ericks in Australia--
surfs up, dude!

If you could go on a
date with a celebrity
who would it be?
Michael Jackson, oh
wait...

Compiled by Sedona Kintz

Fresh faces at Riggs

Get to know new staff members this fall

Brittany Green- Algebra |, Acc. Algebra 1l

Why do you like math? | had a teacher in high
school that could make anyone learn math. That
really sparked my interest.

Hobbies: Sports such as softball and kickball,
hanging out with family and friends.

Justin Kappes- geometry, pre-algebra

Why did you choose to be a teacher? | had a really
good teacher/coach in high school who | really
wanted to be like.

What do you enjoy about Riggs? It’s a terrific
atmosphere. | feel like 'm part of a team.

Samantha Peterson-Algebra t and Il

Why do you enjoy Algebra? it’s very systematic,
and | love the aspect of problem solving.

What do you enjoy about Riggs? | graduated here.
| feel comfortable and know a lot of the students.

Wes Darby- Intro to Art, photography

Why do you like art? Artis all around us. 'm
passionate about art and teaching.

Why do you enjoy teaching? | enjoy being able to
encourage and help my students in and out of the
classroom.

Mackenzie Block- band

Why did you become a band teacher" { had a really
great band teacher, and I had a really bad band
teacher, so | decided to become a teacher to stop
kids from having that bad experience.

Hobbies: Playing my instruments, playing with my
puppy, watching movies, organizing things

John Wayne Kalda- biology

Why did you want to teach science? “it’s a subject
that most kids don’t like. | take it as a challenge to
get kids interested.”

Hobbies: Fishing, hunting, golf

Watch for more new staff members to be featured in the October issue.

Compiled by Marcella Lees





